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01294 552448 
www dalgarvenmill.org.uk 
admin@dalgarvenmill.org.uk 

Scottish Charity SC 022937 
 

 
The Coffee Room is open to 
all visitors to the site. It serves 
light lunches, home made 
soups, delicious home baking 
and very very good coffee.  
 
We are pleased to welcome 
groups and coaches, but  
pre-booking for groups is  
essential. 01294 552448 

 
Byre Antiques have an ever 
changing stock of high quality  
furniture and a wide selection 
of collectables including  
Beswick and  Moorcroft.  
 
Restoration is a speciality,  
estimates freely given and all 
scales of project undertaken.  

We are open all year, but closed on Mondays  

Easter to October Tues-Sat 10.00 -17.00 Sun 11.00 - 17.00  

 From October Ist. to Easter the times remain the s ame, except 
we close at 16.00  on weekdays. 

How to find us:  
From Ayr and the South stay on the A78 to the Sharp hill  

Roundabout, take the  B 714 road  to  Dalry, turn r ight on the  

A 737, we are two miles down this road towards Kilw inning.  

 

From Glasgow take junction 28a past the Airport and  follow 
the A737 through Beith and Dalry towards Kilwinning .   

 

From Largs and the Coast follow the A78 to the  

Sharphill  Roundabout, take the B 714 to Dalry and then turn 
right onto the A 737, we are two miles towards Kilw inning. 
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There have been two mills here since 1614 but the o riginal 
mill dates from 1203. Both of these  mills were pow ered by 
the water of the River Garnock, as is the present m ill. After 
a fire in 1869, the present very large mill and gra naries 
were built , and the weir,  lades and sluices.impro ved . 
The courtyard that the visitor now enters was creat ed by 
the addition of a miller’s house, stables, byres an d barns.. 
The Victorian grain mill has also been re-created a nd the 
water wheel is again operational, and  turns daily in 
summer, river conditions permitting. The  riverside  walk 
and the new view point allow visitors to enjoy the beauty 
of this unique corner of Ayrshire at their leisure.   

 

The grain, wheat and oats, comes to the Mill from t he 
farm ,and by the power of the waterwheel it is hois ted to 
the top floor or garret, and is then emptied into t he main 
hoppers. From there it is fed down through the mill  
stones which make it into flour or oatmeal, after g rinding, 
elevators carry the flour back to the top floor fro m where 
it passes down through the graders to be made into fine , 
medium or coarse  flour or oatmeal as required, it is then  
put into the sacks for delivery back to the custome r. The 
process has changed little since the introduction o f cast 
iron gearing at the beginning of the nineteenth cen tury,  
and now stone ground flour is enjoying a renaissanc e. 
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The last hundred years have seen a revolution  in r ural life, 
the large number of people who depended on casual w ork 
on the land for their income, and the craftsmen who  
serviced the farms and villages, have also disappea red. 
Their story is told on three floors in what has rec ently been 
described as " a museum of rural life that knocks all others 
into a cocked hat "  Our ancestors lives , tools, machinery,  
photographs, furniture and clothes are set out in  attractive 
and informative displays fitted into the character filled 
spaces of the historic listed buildings.  You are a ssured of 
a warm welcome, good food and an interesting experi ence 
in this four star visitor attraction. 
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