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We have spent a month living in a 
winter wonderland as have most of 
us. But not many people will have 

had to wrestle with keeping such a 
huge building heated and a range 
of public toilets frost free. We 
think the last time the river froze 
totally was probably 1963 when 
locals curled on the dam. 

Some more of the excellent 
 photographs taken for the above 
web museum if you havn’t yet  
visited the site, please do so. 

By popular request the next  
costume exhibition will be of  
garments from the Victorian Age. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The frozen dam above was criss-
crossed by fox and deer tracks . 

While the resident children had a 
great time sledging, our hearts 
went out to our heron who after 
leaving his tracks in the snow and 
ice, finally took up residence in the 
tunnel that runs under the road 
from the wheel .  
The Museum, Coffee Room and 
Byre Antiques wish you a Happy 
New Year 

The Summer Exhibition 



The new storage barn. 

We have been promising you a 
new storage/exhibition space for 
over a year now, and here it is. 

On the auspicious morning that 
the barn was to arrive we were 
frankly disappointed to see three 
trailers of timber and five men in 
green coats. However by the end of 
day one we had the trusses and the 
carcase complete and after four 
more days the roof was on, insu-
lated and  sheeted and the sliding 
doors and partitions were 
 inserted .Another week saw  the 
drainage and the floor slabs laid. 
 
 
 
  

We walked round it in awe, and 
although it is exactly the same size 
as the old one we were convinced 
it, looked bigger.  And finally they 
let us in to have a look 

Was it worth waiting for ? Yes ! 
It is a wonderful space and we 
can’t wait to get the lighting in  
and it fitted out. Then we can  
reveal some of the wonderful 
things we have which are now 
lurking in the old stores. carts, 
gigs, tractors, bicycles, harness, 
furniture, and of course the saddle 
stones and the printing presses.  
 
 

It would be remiss of us not to 
thank both the funders, and the 
contractors whom we think have 
done such a good job. 
Generous grants came from North 
Ayrshire Council’s Land Fill Tax  
and from Irvine Bay Regeneration 
Company, and especial thanks to 
the Hillhouse Trust who supplied 
hardcore and concrete and Saltire 
Stables, the barn suppliers and 
builders, who donated several 
items the Chairman wanted but 
couldn’t afford, notably the little 
window on the front  elevation and 
the sliding doors. 
Erskine Drainage laid the concrete 
foundations and floor slabs, work-
ing where necessary long into the 
night, our thanks to them. 
Since this Trust is not registered to 
receive Land Fill Tax,  Alex Blair 
of The Northacre Environmental 
Trust, has been our Agent for the 
development and has done a  
 sterling job for which  we are 
 extremely grateful.  
This new building will allow the 
Trust to empty the Old Mill and 
Stable building and also the little 
building beside the chimney/ This 
will allow us to upgrade them, and 
let them out to increase our annual 
income 
. 

We are also grateful to  
Magnox.north for a generous  
donation to our new leaflets. 

Modern Apprentice 
 Challenge 

For twenty plus years we have had 
a print shop from Dalry in store. 
The new building, and an offer 
from British Energy to restore the 
superb Columbia press, means 
that  finally we can put the print 
room on display. If there are any 
old printers or compositors out 
there, we would value your help 
and advice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Columbia Press 


