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The New storage building 
We had hoped that by Easter, the 
existing shed which has served us 
for twenty years, would be  

demolished, and that visitors 
would see a scene of construction  
such as in the  lower photograph. 
However this is not going to hap-
pen,  we have however applied for 
Planning Permission with Building 
Warrant to follow.  The good news  
is that we have managed to put a 
financial package together with 
generous grants from both  
Entrust and Irvine Bay Regenera-
tion Company. A new storage 
building is essential if we are to 
empty the existing buildings and 
bring them into Museum use .So if 
you visit and find yourself in the 
middle of a construction site, 
please forgive us, we are assured it 
will only take weeks to erect. 

Firstly a thank you to all of you 
who have kept faith with us 
through the long winter months. 
We rely on our local regulars  at 
this time of year, until the first 
visitors from home and abroad 
arrive at Easter time.  Today we 
have had a surprise visit of a 
group from Aberdeen on a “ Mys-
tery Tour” and they were hope-
fully a sign of things to come. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For us the first signs of spring are 
the  snowdrops, the aconites, the 
whin and the catkins by the 
 riverside . 

The winter exhibition 
 “The Quilter’s Art”, proved to be 
a great success . By offering our 
exhibition spaces free of charge to 
the local group the Sew n’ Sews, we 
hoped to involve more people from 
the community , and that was 
 certainly the result. Not only did 
people come to see the Quilts, but 
we also raised more than £600.00 
for the group’s charities. 

The current exhibition of shawls  
ends on the 26th of March, so not 
much time left to catch it, it con-
tains some of the most beautiful 
textiles in the Collection. 

 
 

Spokes 
We realise that for many visitors a 
highlight is the turning waterwheel 
unfortunately it has developed a 
problem of stability. 
Examination has shown that the 
oak spokes have begun to rot at 
their ends and are no longer pro-

viding a secure fixing for the cast 
iron rim and paddles. Although we 
have replaced the paddles twice 
since we opened, the spokes are the 
originals from nineteen eighty five. 
Unfortunately we have no choice 
but to replace all twelve of them, 
the scary bit will be making sure 
that the wheel remains round in 
the process due to the fact that the 
rim is in sections and may flex. We 
have this work in hand but must 
now begin to look for the two thou-
sand pounds it is going to cost. 

Old mill and Stables 
While every thing else is going on, 
the drawings for the above have 
been completed and an application 
for planning approval will be 
made soon. 

Coffee Room 
The Miller’s Kitchen has rightly 
been invited to join the Ayrshire 
Food Network, A group of 
producers and providers of fresh 
local  produce. Further information 
and locations can be gathered from 
their leaflets and web site. 



 We tend to concentrate on the 
early emigrants, but we have a 
cabin trunk which in the 1920s 
went back and forth across the 
Atlantic three times, before the 
family decided to stay on home. 
We also have the trusseau of the 
American bride of  another Scots 
emigrant. We have had several 
donations since we last aired the 
costume from this era. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alltogether this will be a glittering 
and stunning exhibition for a 
special year. 

One of the benefits of joining the 
above was to have some of the 
 collection digitised, here are some 
of the results, which we think are 
outstanding. 

Kists, Kilts and Kith and Kin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have many overseas visitors, 
and as a slightly different view of 
Emigration, we thought we would 
use our wide ranging collections to 
show what a dilemma their  
ancestors must have had in  
deciding just what they would put 
into the one kist they were allowed 
on the ship. 

Recent Donations 

Donations are of course  the life 
blood of Museums. The picture is 
from a painting  “ The Last of the 
Clan “ by Tom Faed , 1865, which 
I had found doing research for the 
coming exhibition on Emigra-
tion .You can hardly imagine my 
surprise and delight when a  
family, bringing other items, 
 produced the very shawl he is 
 wearing as a donation.   
Other donations have included a 
pair of tattie scales, a magnificent 
1950s satin wedding dress and a 
remarkable embroidered sampler. 
Most intriguing  is a Victorian 
 religious game which could be 
played on a Sunday, as it consists 
of verses of the Bible written on 
tiny scrolls.  

"  The Roaring Twenties " 


